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Prepared By: P Gresty ‘ Reference 2009/003 Date: 1st July 2009
Subject: Defective Rope Access Equipment Page: 1of 2

Rope access equipment was despatched offshore from Aberdeen to site and was discovered to have the
defects shown on the attached photographs. the equipment had certificates of thorough examination that
had been issued by a third party comptent inspection body and which were in date.

Whilst carrying out pre-use inspections of rope access equipment, in line with EM&I procedures and IRATA
guidelines, the Level 3's attention was drawn to one of the Petzl Stop descenders by an obvious fault where the
cheek plate of one of the pieces of equipment had been bent.

Upon closer inspection the Petzl Stop descenders appeared to have cracks in the upper capstan adjacent to the
wear insert pin. The three descenders identified were then subject to dye penetrant inspection, with a penetrant
time of 20 minutes, the results of which showed clear surface breaking defects on all three descenders.

These items of equipment were immediately quarantined and will be returned to stores for further investigation
by EMA&I stores staff, the third party inspection body and the equipment manufacturer.
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